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By Carl Bernstein
Washington Post Staff Writer

THE NEW DEAL is alive and well in
Cleveland Park,

Here, in rambling frame houses
shaded by huge sycamores and
maples and elms. many of Franklin
Delano Roosevelt's brainfrusters and
their young aides found homes in the
Capital a generation ago.

They bought sprawling, colonnaded
houses built during the administration
of William Howard Taft (1909-1913) in
wooded, uptown highlands between
Wisconsin and Connecticut Avenues.
And here among neighbors happier
with the social values of the Taft
epoch than the New Deal, they raised
the banner of liberalism.

The newcomers first proclaimed their
ereco when upon moving to Cleveland
Park, they were asked to sign agree-
ments not to sell their homes to
Negroes. They refused 1o be bound by
any such discriminatory pacts.

Later, in 1948, they jammed a meet-
ing of the Cleveland Park Citizens
Association to endorse the recommend-
ations of “To Secure These Rights —
the historic Civil Rights Commission
report urging descgregation of publie
facilities in the Nation's Capital.

They eased the old leadership of the
Cleveland Park Citizens Association
and installed one of their own—
Gasoen Purcell, former chairman of
the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission and a partner in Elihu Root's
old law firm—as president.

Familiar with the use of power, they
zapped proposed high-rise apartment
projects in single bounds of oratory,
suceessfully lobbied for creation of a
Cleveland Park branch lihrary and
insured that city services to their
community weould be firstrate.

Today. most of the original New Deal
settlers remain in Cleveland Park,
though a few have gone the wav of
either Edward H. Folev, former Treas.
ury undersecretary, (moved to Na-
lorama), Sen. Brien McMahon and
Defense Secretary James V. Forres-
tal (dead) or columnist Walter Lipp-
mann (left town in a huff).
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FDR and later to LBJ); Max Kamg
man (sidekick and ex-aide to Hubegdy:
Humphrey); Tilford E. Dudley (NI
1937-1942); assorted members of
defunct Wage and Hours Board,
dozens more who came (o work i
alphabet soup agencies of the
Deal,
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Puchasola 000-Acre tract Lo the Horth
of Georgetown between Wisconsin Ave-
nue and Rock Creek and built a large
frame house he called “Rosedale.”” (The
home, at 3501 Newark St., now is a resi-
dence for facully members of the Na-
tional Cathedral School for Girls.)

Forrest’s lands passed on to his
brother-in-law, Judge Philip Barton
Key (the uncle of the author of the
Star Spangled Banner), who built an
clecant Georgian manor house named
Woodley (now the Maret School) among

immense oak and chestnut trees on the
Cathedral Avenue in Cleveland
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Cleveland Park, Old and New

CLEVELAND, From C1

In 1883, Forrest’s original
900 acres were subdivided
and the area became a sum-
mer spa of manor houses for
we althy Washingtonians
seeking relief from the heat
of the city.

Among the sweltering
townsmen was Presideat
Grover Cleveland, who
found the hite House “a
monotonous residence,” ac-
cording to one account of
the period, because of his
“confinement to its four
walls and the almost con-
stant visits of place hunters
and anxious officers.”
Cleveland’s Choice

Thus, in 1886, “the Presi-
dent drove about on a pros-
pecting tour, and a modest
little gray stone house on
high ground, from the front
of which an extensive view
of the hills of Virginia, the
Potomac River and the Capi-
tol was obtalnable, arrested

his attention. After some re- The Scheman famil{lpl_aytoom lng d\flO he the livi_ng rgr J!mﬁdg;;bn p HI?E avsutag 6‘5 “ 6051

gotiations it was purchased
for him at a cost of $21,300
and the deed was registered
in his name.”

The account added: “On
such days as those ... when
the city is sweltermg and
work in the White House is
out of the question, he be-
lieves he can go to the
broad hall and, seated at a
table over which the unob-
structed breeze has full
play, devote himself uninter-
ruptedly to a good deal of
serious business  which
would be difficult to expe-
dite in the White House,
open as it is from morning
until night to every person
who chooses to call.”

Far From “Modest”

Although Cleveland's
“Red Top,” as he called the
house at what is now New-
ark and 35th Streets. might
have been a “modest little
crav stone” home in his day,
it was nothing of the sort by
today's standards. Pictures
of the now-demolished struec-
ture show it 1o have been a
rather amazing-looking af-
fair, almost surrounded by McNsmars Washingion Pot
Goubledeck masonry  Everelland Kathleen §Rorey plas TABle ToRTis:
porches with muitiple
arches. With its mansard
roof and pinnacles that
seemed to call for flying
pennants, the house tyvpified
the gay summer hotel archi-
tecture of the late 19th cen.
tury.

Whatever the esthetic con-
siderations of the house,
Cleveland apparently had as
keen an eye for a good in-
vestment as he is reputed to
have had for the ladies.

Thus, seven years after he
paid $21,500 for the house in
the neighborhood that
would later hear his name.
Cleveland sold Red Top for
$140.000.

Three-quarters of a cen-
tury later, Nicholas Kazen-
bhach would turn much the
same trick down the street.
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